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Pro Axis, & Focis. 


In time of public Danger, it is the Duty of every Man to 
withdraw his Thoughts in ſome meaſure "as his private In- 
tereſt, and. employ part of his time for the general Welfare. 


It may caſily be proved, from a Conſideration of the Cir- 
cumſtances, in which we ſtand as Individuals, that the ge- 
neral Good of Society is the particular Intereſt of every 
Member. Our Creator therefore deſigned that we ſhould 
promote this general Good, 


Not only the Liberty, but the-very Being of the Nation, as 
a free Nation, 18 almoit becoming 1 e in Diſpute, It is 
high time, therefore, to e xert ourſelves in its Defence, with 
more Figour, and with leis Reſerve, \ ” 
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_ADFERTISEMENT:;'! 


TO THE PUBLIC. 


——— 


„Ax this critical Period, there is ſcarcely 
an Individual, whoſe Efforts, in favour of 
civil and religious Liberty, may not in 
ſome reſpects be beneficial. In the preſent 
Appearance of Things, we ſhould al con- 
ſider ourſelves as bound to do the beft. u. 
can, for the Protection of the common 
Cauſe — and, to evidence our Zeal, that 
we may incite others to Activity. There 
are Situations, in which Safety, is only to 
be found in Unanimity, Firmneſs, and 
R 


„The Wile and the Good of every 
Age and Nation have ranked the Love 
g of 


of our own Country among the firſt of 
Virtues: and moſt ofthe ſplendid Actions, 
which adorn the hiſtoric Page, and delight 
Mankind, are drawn from this Source. I 
could with therefore that all my Country- 
men might be animated with the Perſua- 
ſion, that their Iſland is by far the fineſt in 
the World — their Form of Government, 
the beſt — their Rivers and Cities, their 
Ships and Fortreſſes, their Admirals and 
j Generals, their Seamen-and their; Soldiers 
far ſuperior to all of 0 lame kind in _ 
i other Nation.” 1.1 2" | 
From deſpotie Government, the Un 
derſtanding and the Heart of Man recoil, 
as from Darkneſs and Death. It is eſſen- 
tially evil in its Nature, and wholly evil in 
all its Effects: and therefore in a political 
and moral view, it can be conſidered in no 


| other light, than as an enormous Whirlpool 
| * ſituated between a Monarchy and a Re- 
| F | public , 


Lü! 

public, to which Both have a Diſpoſition 
to tend, and in which Both may be ſwal- 
lowed up, and loſt for ever. But, (TX In a 
Review of all human Governments, where 
ſhall we find ſuch an harmonious Union, 
and juſt Counterpoiſe of the regal, ariſto- 
cratic, and democratical Powers, by which 
the Freedom and the Peace of every Indivi- 
dual are effentially included in the Liberty 
and Safety of the hole, but in Tae Con+- 
STITUTION OF GREAT BRITAIN? ” 


«© Whatever therefore is dear and valu- 
able to us, as Men, Citizens, Britons, and 
Chriſtians, call aloud upon us, at the pre- 
ſent Crifis, to conſult and maintain TRR 
PUBLIC SECURITY, and THE PUBLIC 
Good.” 


HINTS 
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I N Defence of his Country, Religion, and 
Laws — with a Glance of. Surprize over 
the preſent State of Europe—not inſenſible 
to Events, which are enough to rouſe the 
moſt lethargic Son of Stupidity itſelf—and, 
apprehenſive of Conſequences the molt fa- 
tal, where political Enthuſiaſm ſeems to bid 
defiance to all the Dictates of antient Uſage, 
found Reaſoning, and good Senſe—an obſcure 
* Individual has ventured to take up his Pen, 
as a Duty, he owes to Society and the Age; 
and, to ſubmit the following HIN Ts, to 
their candid Conſideration, 


As to the Patriotiſm of the Writer —if 
he has any, let it ſpeak for itſelf; eſpecially 
at a Period in our Hiſtory, in which, it is 
pourey generally underſtood, that the loudeſt 

'B Preten- 
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Pretenſions to that Virtue, ſerve only as a 
Diſguiſe to conceal the Rottenneſs of ſuch 
Pretenſions, at the Core. Let it be ſufficient 
to ſay — what will be found a Fact, that, 
He is no corrupt Placeman—no mercenary 
Penſioner: that he abhors the Confederacy 
of Kings, to oppreſs Mankind : that he 
conſiders the mere Sycophants of a Court, 
and the Tools of illegal Power,. as among 
the loweſt Reptiles of the human Species; 
ſomething worſe than vulgar: and, that he 
is friendly to all Revolutions, civil and ec - 
cleſiaſtical, in favour of real Liberty. 


As to the Profeſſion of the Scribbler of 
theſe few Pages, it 1s that of Peace ; cer- 
tainly the moſt honorable, if not the moſt 
profitable, As to his Name, he is entirely 
of opinion with the learned Biſhop Hoad- 
| ley, and cannot underſtand, how the Cauſe 
of Truth or Good, can receive any Ad- 
vantages from prefixing a Name ; which 
can only ferve to prejudice the Reader on 
one fide, according as he may happen to 


like, or difike, the Author. 


But, 


1 


But, that the ſubſequent Thoughts may 
not meet with any Impediment to their free 
Admiſſion into the Mind of the impartial 
Reader — unleſs indeed he is happily fur- 
niſhed with ſuperior, on the ſame Points. 
that they may ſuffer no mconvenience from 
certain political Prejudices, by which all 

are too liable to be biaſſed, and miſled he 
ought perhaps to declare, that he has no 
Obligation to either Party ; no Connection 
at all with them; nor any Expectation hat- 
ever from them. 


With regard to his Abilities, when he 
acknowledges, that his Object is, Uſe and 
not Fame—that he writes for the Informa- 
tion of the illiterate, and not for the Enter+ 
tainment of the Learned, he hopes he ſhall 
eſcape the faſtidious Sneer of the Critie ; 
and, that the Goodneſs of his Intention will, 
in ſome meaſure, at leaſt, apologize, bath 
for the Weakneſs and the Inaccuracy of the 
Execution. 


Very poſſible indeed it is, that Hints of 3 | 
ſimilar nature, may have been communi- 
B 2 cated | 
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cated to the Public, through the Channel 


of more ways than one—accompanied with 


more political Erudition, and claflical Ele- 
gance. But, as nothing is wanting, either 
in A#rvity, or in Ingenuity, on the part of 
Perſons of a certain Deſcription, to inſinu- 
ate their political Poiſon, through the me- 
dium of Hand-bills, the daily Papers, 
Pamphlets, and Volumes People, of a dif- 


ferent Deſcription, are called upon to exert 


themſelves— to awake, and ariſe, from their 
unmanly Inſenſibility — and, by every 
various Mode, confiſtent with good Morals, 
to counteract the Operation of that Poiſon 
on the Minds of the thoughtleſs, the un- 
wary, and the inflammatory ; whether it 


be gilded over, with the plauſible Arts of 


philoſophic Sentiment — concealed, in the 
public Exerciſes of Religion— or adminiſ- 
tered, with all the Effrontery of Catalina» 
rian Impudence. | | 


The Opportunities of rendering any ma- 
terial Service to Mankind, or to our Coun- 
try, are few and momentary. They muſt 
be caught, as they fy. Carpe Diem—ſhould 


, 
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be our Motto on every Occaſion, intereſting 
and important to Ourſelves, or to others. 
And, if ever there was a Criſis, ſince the 
period of The glorious Revolution, in which 
the moſt unanimous Exertions were neceſ- 
fary, for the Preſervation of Peace and Or- 
der—and, for the Security of Church and 
State, it is Now. 


As it 1s highly improbable that any 


Knowledge — which is the comprehenſion 


of Truth — ſhould ever find a Place in the 
human Intellect, ſo long as Impoſture and 
Error preſide there, it may be expedient 
to throw out a Hint, or two, on ſome mo- 
dern 


PoLITICAL DELUSIONS. 


One of the principal Engines made uſe 
of, in our Times, for the purpoſe of poli- 
tical Deluſion, 1s a certain Figment of. the 
Imagination, called, The univerſal. Law of 
Reaſon. To ſpeculative Solitaries, we will 

B 3 admit, 


EW: 


admit, that this is among the pleaſures of 


Contemplation. But, in the name of Rea- 


ſon and common Senſe, what can the Mil- 
lion know, what can you make Them under- 
ſtand, of The univerſal Law of Reaſon ? 
For, as ſoon as ever we allow ourſelves to 
look into the World, in which they live, it 
will be found, that the great Maſs of Man- 
kind never did, and never can be induced 
to ſubmit to any ſuch Law. On the con- 
trary, if left to their own free Operations, 
they will totally renounce that Authority, 
Happy, indeed, were it otherwiſe, in this 
imperfect Syſtem of Things! happy, could 
we ſee, that univerſal Peace, and Order, 


and Benevolence, which an entire ſubjection 


to the univerſal Law of Reaſon would un- 
doubtedly produce. 


But, The Rights of Reaſon, I am afraid, 


are much more ſhamefully violated than 
The Rights of Man. To ſecure, if it be 
poſſible, both the one and the other, from 
a total Extinction — to which they ſeem to 


be haſtening, as faſt as political Maniacs 


can hurry them, A particular Law, or, if 
| you 


„ 
you pleaſe, 4 Conſtitutian of Laws, has 
been moſt judiciouſly, and of abſolute Ne- 
ceſſity, deviſed ; by which, in a ſecondary 
degree, every diſtin Community may be 
formed, eftabliſhed, and preſerved, in its Com- 
mon Rights ; and by an Attachment to 
which, we may prove, with what Sincerity 
we are concerned for the Protection of 
Both. For Reaſon, without Rights, can 
be of little Uſe ; and Rights, without Rea- 
ſon, can be of none: and, while the Laws 
of Reaſon and Nature, by the Many are 
little underſtood, and, by moſt, leſs re- 
garded, the Conſtitutions of particular Go- 
vernments may be intelligible to all, 


— — — 


To overturn that Veneration and Reſpect, 
which the Government of the human Spe- 
cies, by political Conſtitutions, has been 
acquiring for Ages; as if the World was 
declining into a State of Superannuation, 
another Deluſion has been generated, in the 
very new and ſtrange idea of 
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TE RicuTts Or MAN. 


The Peace of the Public, and the Mindy, 
of ſome of the moſt ſober aud valuable 
Members of Society, have been unhappily 
diſarranged of late, with as novel a Doctrine 
of the Rights of Man, as it is viffonary ; his 
natural Rights, as they have been called : 
and, ſome have been ſeduced to believe, 
that, by The Conſtitution, under which they 
live, and particularly by the regal and ariſ 
tocratic Branches of it, theſe natural Rights 
are invaded. 


The Importance of a right Underſtand. 
ing of this Point, for the general Tranquil- 
lity of the Nation, was never ſo conſpi- 
cuous, as at the preſent Cris. Indefati- 
gable Exertion has been applied, on the 
part of the ſeditious, to eſtabliſh their groſs 
Impoſition. To expoſe which, and to era- 
dicate it, if poſſible, let it fairly be enquired, 
What are the natural Rights of Man. 


II the natural Rights of Man have any 


mean— 


1 


meaning, they muſt certainly ſignify his 
Rights, as A Child of Nature ; and nothing 
more; as 2 mere Animal, in the Scale of 
univerſal Being. As ſuch, he has a Right 
to the uſe of his natural Senſes, and his na- 
tural Faculties —to eat, drink, and fleep, 
and to perform all the Functions of Na- 
ture, in common with other Animals — to- 
tally irreſpective of Lamm, 
Policy —or, Religion. 


This is A State of Nature: which, by the 
way, never did exiſt, and never cah exiſt, 
but in the Regions of a human Brain: and 
theſe, therefore, properly ſpeaking, are the 
only natural Rights of Man. How little 
ſuperior he would be, if 4% zo theſe Rights, 
to the higheſt Rank in he brute Creation, 
or whether he would not be much inferior 
to ſome, 1s a Queſtion, which the Learned, 
we hope, will never be able to decide upon, 
from Fact. Were the Experiment really 
made, I dare ſay, the Lord Monboddo would 
tell us, it would do but little Credit to th. e 
Dignity of our Kind. It would hardly be 
ſufficient to form any Thing worthy to be 

a Mem- | 


1 
a Meraber of an Unitarian Cabal, a Socinian 
Club, a Democratic Banditti, or any thing 
elſe, but a Diſciple of the wondrous Author 
of The net Rights of Man. 


ut, it is our Buſineſs to enquire into the 


Rights of Man, as a rational and intelligent 
Creature —as a ſocial, political, and religious 
Animal: by which he riſes into ſome de- 


| gree of real Dignity. And then, the 


Queſtion is, What are the focal, political, 


and religious Rights of Man — to which, he 


will find it his Wiidom and Happineſs, to 
conſider all his Rights, as the mere Child 
of Nature, as ſecondary, and ſubordinate : 
becauſe, he is then to conſider himſelf in 
a different, and more exalted point of view ; 
that is, as the Child of Education — of So- 
ciety—of Policy—and Religion; and there- 
fore neceſſarily ſubject to the Laws of Edu- 
cation —the Laws of Society — the Laws 
of Policy—aud the Laws of Religion. 


This, I believe, is a Statement of things, 


as to their Or/gma!, equally impartial and 


intelligible, To the Truth and Excel- 
4 lency 


1 
lency of which, I flatter myſelf, every 
candid and ingenuous Mind mult ſubſcribe, 
I aſk then, What are the Rights of Mau 
no longer a ſeparate Individual, no longer 
an independent, rude, untaught Savage, 
but an educated, ſocial, political, religious 


Being ? 


He has a Right, no doubt, in this com- 
plex Character, to That, which appears to 
be the great Object, for which we are all 
contending—and into which all other Con- 
tentions may be reſolved, in this caſe - to 
LIBERTY; 7rue Liberty, real Liberty: 
which muſt intend, Liberty according 10 
Law, or, The Laws of the Society, the 
State, and the Religion, to which he be- 
longs. r Every Man, iu every Govern- 
ment, has a Right to the eg Uſe and En- 
joyment of his Perſon, his Property, his 
Speech, and his Conſcience. And, he has 
no Right, from God or Nature, from Rea- 
{on or Religion, as a political Being, to any 
thing more. And, by all, that I could ever 
learn, from the moſt ingenious, and the 
beſt informed, Theſe are the very Rights, 

which 


K 


which are guaranteed, and have been per- 
petuated to us, by THE ENGLISH CoNn- 
STITUTION—ſfince the Acceſſion of the im- 
mortal William the Third, to the Throne 
of this Empire. 


. Under this Impreſſion, I feel myſelf juſ- 
tified in entering my Proteſt, however inſig- 
nificant, againſt that ſpecious Appearance 
of Truth — that falſe Pageant, which has 
been dreſſed up, by a political Writer of 
much fame; who, with all the baſtard 
Logic, which is calculated to enſnare and 
betray, would charm us out of /o/id, and 
fubRantial Rights, for thofe which are ima- 
ginary and tinſel, In Concerns of fuch 
Magnitude, the Addreſs ſhould be to the 
Judgment, not to the Paſſions —to the 
public Good, not to the private Intereſt, or 
I hime, of Individuals - to the poſſible 
Pra#tice of political Inſtitutions, and not to 
the Pluleſophe Operations of the Mind—to 
the Member of Society, and not to the ab- 
tract Man *. 


* It is, in my poor Opinion; the part of a wiſe 
Man {faid a diſtinguiſhed Commoner very lately, in 
| the 


| ( 13 ] 

The abſtrat Law of Nations, is abſtract 
Nonſenſe. The abſtract Law of Indivi- 
duals, it is very well known, from the moſt 
judicious Obſervation of Men, and as the 
Reſult of Experience, not to be contro- 
verted, is, unlimited Self-love-—or, that Spe- 
cies of Selfiſbneſs, which would render every 
Man, naturally, a Leviathan to every thing, 
that ſtood in the way of his perſonal Gra- 
tifications. | 


— 


How much then are we indebted to 
thoſe Utopian Philoſophers —thote political 


Libertines — thoſe religious Heroes of our 


the Senate] to act from what he knows, and to follow 
Principles already aſcertained by long Experience, 
Father than to wander after this new Ignis fatuus, 
The Rights of Man, or to looſe himſelf in the purſuit 
of Theories, as much unknown, as the North-H/:/ 
Paſſage. Of the primitive a Origine Nature of Man, 
I hold it ridiculous and unprofitable in matters of Go- 
yernment to diſpute — but, to that Second Nature of 
Man, founded in his Habits, his Prejugices, and his 
rational Sympathies, that Nature, of which we are 
certain, and on which of courſe we can form a ſtable 
Opinion, I maintain, that, all political Science ſhould 


be referred, | 
; Day. 


: 
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Day, who are ambitious to ſupport ſuch a 
Syſtem, as This !! who would degrade us, 
into a Contempt for the Wiſdom and Ex- 
perience of all paſt Ages—for all the Bleſſ- 
ings of good Government—and for all thoſe 
eſtabliſhed Inſtitutes of Religion, which 
are fo well calculated to form us, to Piety, 
to Morals, and to Truth |! ( It would 
be an everlaſting Reproach to the Nation, 
ſhould /uch Men be able to overturn a Con- 
ſtitution and an Eſtabliſhment, which have 
been formed by the wiſeſt Laws, and ſup- 
ported by the ableſt Heads. 


But, what is the Lure, which is thrown 
out, to faſcinate the public Mind? how 1s 
it, that the Populace are to be excited and 
inflamed, for is not That the ultimate De- 
ſign ?] to Innovation and Rebellion? Cui 
Bens? What is the political Phoenix, 
which they are promiſed: ſhall riſe out of 
the Aſhes of their eſtabliſhed Conſtitution, 
when deſtroyed ? It is, 


UNIVERSAL 
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UNx1iveERSAL EQUALITY. 


That is the Deluſion. And a very plau- 
fible Inſtrument of Deception, to be ſure it 
is, to People of a certain Claſs ; who muſt 
be wonderfully delighted to be told, either 
that they ſhall all be Kings, Princes, No- 
bles, and Gentlemen — or, which is much 
the ſame thing to Them, that there ſhall be 
no Kings, Princes, or Gentry, but what 
they may kick about, like ſo many Foot- 
balls, 


Univerſal Equality !! It is ſomething, 
very like contemptible, to waſte the Rea- 
der's Time, to obſerve, upon any thing ſo 
prepoſterous. , For, the Thing itſelf can 
have no Foundation in Reaſon — Nature — 
or Philoſophy. It is in the inverſe Ratio 
of them all; diametrically oppoſite to uni- 
verſal Analogy ; and therefore, to demon- 
ſtration, frrational, unnatural, and wunphiloſo- 
phical. It has no fort of Similitude, or 
Reſemblance, in the, World, v/ible, or in- 
viſible — ſo far as divine Revelation has 

taught 
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taught us any thing of the latter. And 
yet, who are the Perſons, that would en- 
force this Doctrine, but the greateft Preten- 
ders to Reaſon, Philoſophy, and the Cauſe 
of Nature, in the three Kingdoms ! 


Let them however be told, what they 
chuſe, I ſhould ſuppoſe, on his occaſion to 
forget, that, & In the whole Scale of Be- 
ing, aud in the natural Series of Things, 
there is a regular Gradation, and Diſtinc- 
tion. There is no ſameneſs, like that of 
1 Equality, preſerved. —Thus it is in the in- 
i animate World. So it is in the intellec- 
x tual; from Idiotcy, up to the amazing 

Powers of an Homer, a Milton, a Newton, 

or a Shakeſpeare. What can be more eaſy 

to trace, in the Hiſtory of Man, than the 

ſubordmate, and ſuperior Degrees of Reaſon, 
| Intellect, Capacity, and Genius? And, the 
| ſame Idea may be transferred to the gene- 
1 ral Syſtem, in all it's beautiful, and no leſs 
| uſeful Variety. 


ll ' Univerſal Equality !! What does it mean? 
| Does it mean, Something, that is to wage 


eternal 


1 | 
eternal war with Nature, Reaſon, and Phi- 
loſophy? Very likely — conſidering the 
Quarter from whence it iſſues. Does it 
mean equal Property ? equal Rank ? equal 
Comfort? If fo, upon fuch Principles, 
common' Senſe muſt immediately perecive, 
no poffible political Conſtitution can be 
formed. Religious Enthufiafts are fu ppoſed 
to be abſurd, when they imagine they have 
immediate Intercourſe with . and de- 
1 Spirits. Are not Political Enthuſiaſts 

quite 2s abſurd ? bur, bet half ſo harmleſs, 

id innocent. ee e 

* "EY Aab de Thing were at 
| Proftitable — which, I confel, is entire y 
out of my Conception — would not the 
whole Syſtem of Things be reduced to a 
dead Level? Would not every thing fink, 
of courſe, into a perfeetly quieſcent State? 
And would not ſuch a State of Reſt, like 
the immurable Tdea of a melancholy Mind, 
become a State of Torment? The Body po- 
litie might, in that caſe, be in the ſituation 
of a Man of Faſhion, I remember to have 
1 C heard 


1814 4 een | - 
L * oy \ = 15 = 4 - 


( 28 ] 

heard of, who, for want of ſomething to 
agitate his intellectual Powers, and rouſe his 
Senſibilities, uſed to jump about his Room, 
and roar out, like a Perſon in exquiſite 
Torture — to the great Annoyance of his 
Neighbours: and, upon being aſked the 
Cauſe of his ſo doing, very honeſtly re- 
plied, that, © He could not tell what to do 
with Himself. 10 


= — — 
— — 3 „— —_ — — 
— — 
— —— — — — 9 - 
\ 
Hg ea 
, 2 — — — 
— 
F ” MA * p 


oy 
* __ —_ — : 
5 — — —- & 
— „ — — — — = * 
= — — —— — 
e * 
; —_—_ . —— no 


| 

| | It hath indeed been obſerved, and this is 
| | an additional Proof of the 'Truth of that 
Obſervation, that no Tenet was ever ad- 
vanced in Philoſophy, or Religion, however 
monſtrous or abſurd, without finding ſome 
Proſelytes to it: and it is no leſs true of 
political Schemes and Meaſures,; which, 
however weak or wicked, have always met 
with Sycophants to applaud, and Advocates 
to defend them. The Obſervation per- 
haps will hold much more ſtrongly in 58 
cafe, than in the other; for the Broachers 
of ridiculous Speculations have nothing to 
work upon but the Foibles, Humours, or 
Singularities of particular Men. N 


It 
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It may be aſked indeed But, ſhould 
we not, under the Circumſtances of: um ver- 


Jal Equality, enjoy 
EouAL Livery. 


Equal Liberty is never likely to be en- 
joyed, in a greater, or more valuable Degree, 
than from our preſent happy Conſtitution; 
br The Experiment was made in the laſt 
Century ; and what were the Conſequences? 
Have we forgotten in ſo ſhort a Period, 
that out Forefathers were dtiven, from the 
wretched Affectation of univerſal Equality, 
into the Arms of all but ab/elute 1 
for N n Peace? nnn 

| | 485 "= 4 END What 

e DL ne nen sd 
„»The People of England, ſays an ithpartial Re- 
viewer of thoſe Times, were grown ſo, uneafy un- 
der the various Alterations and Confuſions, which 
had been introduced by the civil Wars; that they 
were heartily deſirous to ſee the Government ſettled 
on its antient Foundation; and, for that end; con- 
curred in bringing about the Refforation of the Royal 
Family, They retained ſo lively a Senſe of the late 
Diſtractions and Calamities, that they thought the old 


Government could not be eſtabliſhed on too ſure A 
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What is the equal Liberty, at which we 
aim? Is it equal Liberty of Perſon ? We 
have it. Is it equal Liberty of Speech ? 
equal Liberty of the Preſs? is it equal Li- 
berty of Conſcience? We have | it. And they 
are all ſecured to us, by the Laws and Con- 
ſtitution of the Conne. 


| Has not gien Tinker as much | cheat 
to, /þeak, and to write, and to 447, as Citizen 
Thurlow,; ?..and Citizen Leadenbead, as Ci- 
lizen Fur 2. And, has not the Writer of 
theſe friendly Hints an qual Liberty ; in the 
Preſs, aud. to deliver; what in his Conſci- 
ence he thinks to be proper, aud ſeaſonable, 
with any one, who thinks fit to it, and 
libel the Conſtitution in Church and State? 


F{hovid have little indeed of fuch Liberty, 
if the granting? e eee 


145 1. 


N 3 3 . a —— very Kidd of a 
King, ſeemed to grow fond even of abſolute! Monarch) Yo 
"0 certain it is, that, 


'Fallitur egregio quiſquis ſob W rnb credit 

Servitium. Nunquam Libertas 1 extat 

Quam ſub Rege pio. r 
upon 


4 
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upon certain political Fanatics. Be aſſured 
of it, they will take care, to gag the 
Mouths of their Opponeats, whenever they 
get them in their Power; and, to baniſh 
them, at leaſt, to the Baſtile of eternal 


Silence. 


BEwARE then, my honeſt, well-mean- 
ing Countrymen, how you let looſe the 
Blood - hounds of civil War among us! 
unleſs indeed you wiſh to ſee the warm 
Hearts of your Fellow-citizens — perhaps 
your Friends — perhaps your Relations, torn 
recking from their Bodies; and Your/elves 
offered up on the bleeding Altar of theſe 
new Rights of Man! If the Apprehenſion 
of ſuch Scenes, as theſe, however diſtant, 
be not ſufficient to alarm you Hence to 
other Lands repair! ENGLAND ſcorns ſuch 
Horrors; and, not without ſome Fear for 
herſelf, can heave the Sigh, and drop the 
Tear, over the Miſeries of a neighbouring 
Nation. Not but what there are Some 
among us, , [horreſco referens]: ſhocking to 
think, who can talk of the Streets of Paris 
having ran down with the Blood of the In- 

C 3 habi- 
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habitants, with as much brutal Indiffer- 
ence; as if they were ſpeaking only of a 
heavy Shower of rain. If 7h7s be the Spirit 
of Liberty, it certainly 1s not the Spirit of 
Humanity; and the Difference between 
Monſters and ſuch Men is but very flender 
indeed, | 


That, at the Commencement of their civil 
Diſſenſions, there was an abſolute Neceſſity 
for ſome Amendment in their political 


State, is admitted, I believe, by every Friend 


of human Kind. But, does it at all follow, 
that We are to take Them for our Model? 
Is there the ſame Cauſe exiſting among us, 
for any eſſential Innovation ? Ts ther: any 
Perſon, fo infatuated by Novelty, as to bring 
Them forward, as an Example for us? At 
the preſent Criſis, with our Eyes wide 
open to the unfortunate Extremes, into 
which They have been precipitated, by, I 
know not what licentious Infanity, ſuch a 


| Propoſition could never be juſtified, upon | 


any' of the received Principles of Diſcretion, 
Humanity, good Morals, or Sound Policy. 
And, the Moment a Convulſion of this Sort 
dus I * begins, 


( 23 
begins, where is the Wiſdom, or the Power, 


that can point to the Ne plus ultra? 
or ſay, to the Ocean of Wretchedneſs, 


which may pour in upon us, 4 Hitherto 
ſhall thou go, but no further — and here 


ſhall thy proud Waves be ſtayed !“ 00% 
Principiis *. 
To 

The Dominion of the Parliament, ſays an Eng- 
liſh Hiſtorian on the Troubles of the firſt Charles, 
was cf very ſhort Duration. No ſooner had they 
ſubdued their Sovereign than their own Servants 
roſe up againſt them, and tumbled them from their 
Mippery Throne, H The ſacred Boundaries of the 
Laws, being once violated, nothing remained to con- 
fine the wild Projefts of Zeal and Ambition. And, 
every ſucceſſive Revolution, became a Ee for 
that which followed it. | 


From the memorable Revolutions, which paſſed in 
England in this period, we may naturally deduce the 
ſame uſeful Leſſon, which Charles himſelf, in his 
latter Years, inferred That, it is very dangerous for 
Princes to aſſume more Authority, than the Laws 
have allowed them. But, it muſt be confeſſed, that 
theſe Events furniſh us with another Inſtruction, no 
leſs natural, and no leſs uſeful, concerning the Mad- 
neſs of the People, and the Furies of Fanaticiſm. 


The Confuſion, which overſpread the whole King- 
dom, after the Sacrifice of this unfortunate Prince, 


4 | proceeded 


[ 24 1 


.. To calm the troubled Breaſt, at the 
Proſ; pect of ſuch diſaſtrous Events—which 
Heaven, we truſt, will avert from our 


highly-favoured Land —let me be permit- 


ted to inſert one ſoothing Remark. After 


all that can be advanced, on the ſubject of 
univerſal Equality, that Equality, ſo far as it 
is poſſible, does already exiſt ; in, The Equa- 
lity of human Happineſs. For, unleſs I am 
greatly miſtaken, it might be proved, 
without much difficulty, that, No Man 
would be happier, upon the whole, in any 


proceeded as well from the Spirit of Refinement, and 


Innovation, as from the Diſſolution of all that Autho- ; 


rity, civil and cccleſiaſtical, by which the Nation had 
ever been accuſtomed to be governed. Every Man 


had framed the Model of a Republic, and a Syſtem bf 


Religion [which upon the ridiculous Principle of uni- 
ver/al Equality, every Man thought he had a natural 
Right to do] and however new it was, or fantaſtical, 
he was eager in recommending it to his Fellow Citi- 
Zens, or even impgſing it upon them by Force. Till, 
at length, quite worn out with this diſtraded State 
of Things, no Man was ſo indifferent to the public 
Got, as not to feel the moſt ardent Wiſhes, for the 
Diſſolution of that ' dreadful Tyranny, which was 
"JEN oppreſſive and ruinous to the whole Nation. 


other 
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other Situation, all Circumſtances con- 
ſidered, than in his own — whatever, | The 
Vanity of human Wiſhes may miſlead him to 
imagine. Such, if you will indulge me 
with a pious Sentiment, is the Wiſdom, 
and the Goodneſs. of divine Providence, 
notwithſtanding the Inequality of his Diſ- 
tributions in other reſpects. This how- 
ever, is a Diſquiſition, too minute, curious, 
and philoſophical, for the preſent Oc- 
caſion. by 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


_ Anxious, as I feel myſelf, to expoſe every 
political Deluſion, by which the incautious, 
and undeſigning may be entrapped, I can- 
not forbear ſome notice of an Inſinuation, 
which has frequently been accompanied | 
with an Aſpect of Diſguſt, and a Sueer of | 
Contempt, that, The Soveteigu of a | 
great and poliſhed Nation ſhould, in his 
Addrefles to the Lords and Commons, in 

Parliament, be heard to ſay, My People— 
my Army—and the like.“ — As if one Man 
were to ſpeak of Himſelf, as having a Pro- 
periy in ſo many Millions, 


No | 
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No wonder that an Idea, like this, painted 
in ſuch Colours, ſhould kindle reſentful 
Senſations in a Britiſh Spirit. But, let 
Paſſion ſubſide, and let Reaſon aſcend the 
Throne of Judgment, and what do theſe 
Expreſſions really import? Factious mif- | 
repreſentations apart, they ſignify nothing 
more, than the Forms of Speech in uſage 
in the Courts of Law. They are nothing 
but mere Forms, which Cuſtom has eſta- 
bliſhed into a ſecondary kind of Law itſelf. 
Do they mean any thing more, than the 


Language of a Father to his Children? or, 


of a Protector, when ſpeaking of thoſe, he 
is appointed to protect? And, have we not 


choſen him to he our King? And, is He not 
the Choice of he general Senſe, of all the 
good Senſe of the Nation? Is there one in a 
Thouſand, were his Election to depend on 


the preſent Moment, by whom he would 


not be 're-choſen ? * 


In the whole Hiſtory of the Britiſh Empire, I 
ſuppoſe there never was a King, to whom this Nation 
was more generally attached, than to George the Third, 
And there is no doubt, it will appear ſo, ſhould it be 
put to the ſerious Proof. 


Beſides 
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Befides = ſhould it not be recollected, 
that, on all theſe Occaſions of public Ad- 
dreſs, It is the Office, not the Man; it is 
this diſtin Branch of the Conſtitution, The 
repreſentative Head of the Body politic, 
and not the Individual, who 1s:ſpeaking ? 
In ſhort, the Inſinuation itſelf is fo paltry, 
and ſo pitiful, that it had never been re- 
garded, had it not been known to operate | 
an unhappy effect on Minds, either incapa- 
ble, or diſinelined, to judge between things 
that differ. It looks, indeed, like the laſt 
Shift of A democratic Enthuſiaſt, willing to 
catch at any thing, that can aſſiſt a bad 
Cauſe, and to preſerye it, if poſſible, from 
periſhing in the utter Oblivion of its own 
Infamy, | 


| | 
For a moment, however, let us ſuppoſe, 

that this Cauſe of Infamy is gained, to the 
fatal Sacrifice of our preſent State of Free- 
dom, and all its concomitant Privileges. 
What have we then to expect, but that 
ſome Club of Egualixation — ſome Party of 
Liberty-boys—confederated with a Society of 

Unitarians, Socmians, Deifts, Infidels, and 

þ Mabome- 
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Mabometans — for they all meet in this 
grand Center—will come forward, with a 
String of 


NEW RESOLUTIONS. 


Reſolutions, I mean, for the Benefit of 
Church and State, of Religion and Policy, 
ſuch as Theſe—— l 


RESOLVED — That the firſt eſtabliſhed 
Conſtitution in the known World, ought 
to be vilified, and degraded, as N weakeſt 
Effort of human Underfianding | 


That One of 0 beſt of Princes, that 
ever ſwayed the Scepter of theſe King- 
doms, be ridiculed and abuſed, in Newſ- 
papers, Printſhops, Clubs, Taverns, &c. 
by ſome of the moſt worthleſs, unprinci- 
pled Members that ever diſgraced any 9 
_-_ 


That, as Gere are no Men of I in 
either of the Houſes of Parliament— as, all 
the Gentlemen of the long Robe are totally 
deranged——as the whole Body of the Clergy 


4. are 
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are reduced to a State of Idiotey— and the 
Gentry and Commonalty are become a 
Race of dirty Stoundrels—Meffrs. P—<<y, 
D 2 e, &c. be deſired to regene- 
rate the whole Conſtitution, civil and eccle- 
ſiaſtical, into Anarchy, Confuſion,” and even- 
tual chaps by any Means, they ſhall 
Judge propere” W 1 


F 5 


That Chr. zaun be PAR: "A 
aboliſhed by an Act of Democracy; and, 


that no other Religion, nor any N 
of it, be impoſed on us in its ſtead!!! 


That, in order to prevent our ever re- 
lapſing into Piety, and good Government 
again, every Sumday be fer apart to comme- 
morate our Victory over true ange your 
Policy, and yea Fretùꝶm̃ 91901 po] 


That all the Churches be imtmedidtely 
tranſlated into Theatres, Stables, Ware- 
houſes, and the like; according to their 
ſuitable Accommodations for thoſe Pur- 


poſes! 
'That 


* 
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That no Prayers ſhall ever be offered up 
by Man, Woman, or Child, but to the 
Gods and Goddeſſes of the antient Hea- 
thens.l | 


That Revelation be univerſally conſidered 
as a Romance—and that Moſes and St. Paul 
be every where burnt in Effigy ; and that 
Yoltaire and Roſſeau, with all their Unita- 
rian, Socinian, and Mahometan Diſciples, 
be the only Prophets, Apoſtles, and 
Preachers of this Kan, and e 


phic Age !! 


That Man is a Beaſ.— and therefore has 
a natural Right to act like a Beaſt, and be- 
have like a Beaſt; for the Soul is the Body, 
and the Body the Soul; and that, after 
_ there is neither Soul, nor Body! 


That there is no Religion; that natural 
Religion is the only Religion; and that all 
Religion is unnatural !! ! 


That theſe Reſolutions be circulated all 


over the World, that Mankind may be no 
| longer 


Py * — — 
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VIA enſlaved; but, that all Nations may 
enjoy the | univerſa/ and equal Liberty of 


Bloodjhed, e Plunder, and mn 
tation, |! ! F 


Not to dwell however any longer, on 
theſe Quixotic States, theſe philoſophical Ec- 
centricities, this lawleſs Libertiniſm, theſe 
irreligious Innovations, and viſionary Poli- 
ties let us, if Afomſiment will give us 
leave, ſoberly conſider, what that Conſti- 
tution is, which, upon all the ſolid Princi- 
ples of Experience, human Nature, atid 
practical Reaſon, can effectually reſcue us 


from theſe mee and falſe Deluſions. 


And of hat is, 
„ 8 erte consrrruriox. | 


i Though all See SI the 
great Baron De Monteſquieu, in his Spirit 
27 Laubs, haye the ſame general End in 
view, which is that of Preſervation, yet, 
each has another particular Object. In- 
creaſe of Dominion, was the Object of 
Rome; War, that of Sparta; Religion, 

that 
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that ofthe Jewith Laws; Navigatiou, that 
of Rhodes; natural Liberty, that of Sa- 
vages; but, ( There. is ane Nation in the 


World, which has for its direct end, Pol 


tical + 3-25, ſhy COUCEIED TION: or 
Rong? 1 nern o 10 

* One ding [ ſaid "we We! Ha 
den, in the political Diſputes of the laſt 
Century] U think all are for; the pPreſerv- 
ing of) The Conſtitution, and the maintaining 
our Liberty. + The Coxs ITU T-rox/ the 
Coxs rtr ox, is oor Happineſs) Let 
any Inconueniencier be ſubmitted to, rather 


than TnAr be brought into ere 0 


As J think A limited Monarchy, uh ies 


a noble Writer upon the ſubject of 'Parri- 


otiſi;, and a conſummate Maſter of it,] 
* the beſt of Governments, o I think An Be- 
reditary Momarehy, ib bet of Monarchies. 
Among many Reaſons, which determine 
me to prefer Monarchy to every Form of 
Government, this is the ptincipal olle. 


When Monarchy is the gſentia Form, it 


may be more eaſily and more uſefully tem- 
78 15 a bpered 


88 


pered with ariſtocracy and democracy, than 
either of them, when they are the eſſential 
Forms, can be fempered with Monarchy. 
And then he adds, Our Conflitution is 
brought to ſuch a Point, a Point of Per- 
fettion, I think it, that no King, who is not 
a Patriot, can govern Britain with Eaſe, 
Security, Honour, Dignity, or indeed with 
ſufficient Power and Strength,” 


The political Writers of Antiquity, 
[ſays the learned Blackſtone, ] will not al- 
low more than three regular Forms of Go- 
vernment— Democracy, Ariſtocracy, and 
Monarchy. Theſe three Species of Go- 
vernment have, all of them, their ſeveral 
Perfections and Imperfections. Democra- 
cies, are uſually the beſt calculated to di- 
rect the End of a Law; Ariſtocracies, to 
invent the Means, by which that great End 
ſhall be obtained; and Monarchies, to carry 
thoſe Means into Execution.“ And then, 
he obſerves, It is in the Britiſh Conſti- 
tution alone, that the three great Qualities 
of Government are happily united.” 
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The Britiſh Conſtitution,” [ſays our 
preſent Premier on whoſe Eſtimation, in 
the Annals of our Hiſtory, it may not be 
prudent to expatiate] * is a Fabric of moſt 
admirable Workmanſhip, and is admirably 
calculated for a ſubject of Panegyric. All 
its Parts are ſo wonderfully adapted to each 
other; the Monarchy, Ariſtocracy, and 


Democracy, are blended together, with fo 


much Felicity and Skill, that, on their full 
Vigour and Tone depends the Safety, and 
the Glory, of the Country. The molt way- 
ward and wavering Inconſiſtency, the moſt 


unaccountable ſpecies of Indignation, the 
moſt high-toned Plenitude of political In- 


ſanity, ought not to be allowed to wound 
this Palladium of our Exiſtence, as a Na- 
tion, Whoever ſurveys the external and 
internal parts of the Britiſh Conſtitution, 
muſt acknowledge a Diſplay of human 
Wiſdom reaching almoſt to incredibility, 
and muſt extoll its reſiſtleſs Energy, Grace, 
and Beauty.” 


In the preſence of ſuch Teſtimonies — 
not 
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not to mention thoſe of Fox *, and Burke 
what will you think of the Modeſty of 
that Man, who, with an Exceſs of Effron- 
tery, far beyond all Precedent, can look a 
Nation in the Face, and tell them, They 
have no Conſtitution at all? We muſt ſup- 
pole of a Character, like this, that, it is 
totally loſt to all the feelings of moral 


Sentiment; and ſay, with our old Friend, 
Hudibras, that 


He, who has but Inpudence, 
To all things elſe may make Pretence. 


To deny however that there are any De- 
ſects, and Abuſes, in our Conſtitution, civil or 
eccleſiaſtical, or, to intimate that there are 


*The following Words, however, uſed by Mr. 
Fox in the Debates on the Quebec Bill, ſo lately 
as May 11, 1792, ſeem at the preſent period very 
proper to be impreſſed on the Minds of the Reader 
lt is a Principle, never to be departed from, that 
every Part of the Britiſh Dominions ought to poſſeſs 
a Government, in the Conſtitution of which, Ho- 
narchy, Ariftotracy, and Democracy, are naturally 
blended and united. Nor could any Government be 
a fit one, for Britiſh Subjects to live under, which did 
not contain its due weight of Ariſtocracy.” 
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no Impropricties, which ought to be cor- 


rected, in its manifold Operations and Ar- 
rangements, would be an Abſurdity of that 
ſort, which might juſtly provoke Cenſure, 
and excite Contempt. It would be a degree 
of Ignorance, or ſomething worſe, greatly 
to be pitied, to ſay the leaſt. But, allow- 
ing this, if Prudence be a private Virtue, is 
it not alſo a public one? If it be requiſite in 
the Individual, is it leſs fo, in the Community 
where ſo much more is at ſtake? If 
Diſcontent will be ſo inconſiderate, as to 
ſacrifice Caution to Innovation, Security to 
Ambition, and Peace to Peril, let it not be 
deemed either Loyalty to the rational 
Rights of Man, or Zeal for the Cauſe of 
political Liberty; but, let it be ſuſpected 
for that raſh Enthufiaſm, that Spirit of Enter- 
prize, which may finally terminate in the 
Extinction of both. 


A Writer of uncommon Talents, already 
quoted, has very naturally remarked, that, 
No human Inſtitution, however altered 
and amended, can arrive at Perfe&jon ; and 


the moſt, that human Wiſdom can do, is, 
to 


2 


1 


to procure the ſame or greater Good, at the 
expence of leſs evil. Some evil there will 


ever be, either immediate or remote, either 
in Cauſe, or in Conſequence. We may 
certainly make a trial of adventurous Ex- 
periments; and, out of Confuſion, Order 
may poſſibly ariſe: but it may be the Or- 
der of a wicked Tyranny, inſtead of the Or- 


der of a juſt Government. Either may hap- 


pen: and ſuch an Alternative, at the diſ- 

poſition of Contingency, is ſufficient to 
. j 

make a Stoic tremble. 


We may lament the Imperfections of 
our human State, which is ſuch, that, in 
Caſes of the utmoſt Importance, we are re- 


duced, by the very Conſtitution of the - 


World, to have no part to take, that our 
Reaſon can ab/o/utely approve. But, though 
we lament it, we muft ſubmit to it. We 
muſt tell ourſelves, once for all, that perfect 
Schemes are not adapted to our imperfect 
State. 


„In the fiſt Ages, ſays an heathen 
Sage, Men acted without any Rule, but 
D 3 the 
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the Impulſe of Deſire: they practiſed In- 


juſtice upon others, and ſuffered it from 
others in their turn; but in time it was 
diſcovered, that the Pain of ſuffering wrong 
was greater than the Pleaſure of doing it; 


and Mankind, by a general Compact, ſub- 


mitted to the Reſtraint of being governed 
by Laws, and reſigned the Pleaſure to eſcape 
the Pain.” 


Another ingenious and more modern 
Writer ſmuch in favour of the French 
Revolution] has ſaid, that, “ All the The- 
ories of ſpeculative Men, all the Oratory ef 
republican Writers, would never have per- 
ſuaded the People of France to this great 
and general Revolt againſt that Govern- 
ment, had it been but zo/erably good — had 
they enjoyed a reaſonable Share of Happi- 
neſs, and public Liberty, ſuch as Wg en- 
joy in this Country.” I am ſorry to be re- 
duced to the painful neceſſity of aſking ſo 
candid a Writer, what is become of The 
French Conſtitution, upon which he was ſo 
laviſh in Panegyric, as formed by the fir /t 
National Aſſembly ? 


From 
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From ſmall Beginnings, what great Evils flow ? 


It is hardly poſſible, indeed, to take but a 
ſlight Review of the motley Proceedings 
of that diſtracted Country, [which we 
hope, however, will iſſue well] and the 
Miſapplication of them nearer home, with- 
out ſubmitting ſome 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS. 


Much has been ſaid of late, on the ſub- 
ject of a National Religion; and, a national 
Religion has been very warmly proteſted, 
as an Engine of State. —If the Religion it- 
ſelf can be proved falſe, the ſooner we have 
done with it the better : but, if otherwiſe, 
there is a ſenſe, in which it ought to be ap- 
plied as an Engine of State — if by that be 
meant, the Good of the State; inaſmuch, 
as it is the only Source of genuine Mora- 
lity—the Morality of the Mind and Heart: 
and, inaſmuch as it enforces Submiſlion to 
the Laws, Obedience to Government, a 
Love of Peace and Order, which is the 
Harmony of the intelligent Univerſe; and, 

D 4 notwith- 
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notwithſtanding our occaſional Differences, 
Good-will towards Men. 


If this national Religion be perverted to 
the ſhameful purpoſes of perſonal Pride, 
Intereſt, and Oppreſſion, let the Scandal 
fall, where it ought co tall—on thoſe, who 
are baſe enough, to ſacrifice it to ſuch Proſ- 
titution. But, let it not be denied, that, a 
national Religion, with all its Perverſions, 
is a national Bleſſing, the Loſs of which 
can never be compenſated in any other 
Way“. 


For, notwithſtanding, the Neglect, into 
which it is daily growing, among all Ranks 
in Society, and particularly among thoſe of 
the higheſt Claſs, it is hardly a Queſtion, 


in my humble Opinion, whether, if any 


* Machiavel himſelf has written a whole Chapter 
upon the Religion of the Romans; in which he men- 
tions that Rome was more obliged to Numa than to 
Romulus; in which he ſhews, that, her Grandeur and 
Felicity were owing to her Religion; nay, he aſſerts 8 
in general, that, As Religion raiſes Common-wealths, 


fo the Contempt of it muſt ruin them, 


Convulſion 
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Convulfion u hereafter ariſe, it may 
not be aſcribed to this very Cauſe. The 
moſt valuable Members, in every State, are 
thoſe, I believe, who are perſuaded, that 
there can be no good practical Government, 
without good national Morals —nor any 
good Morals, ſeparate from good Princi- 
ples — nor any good Principles, but what 
are' derived from that Syſtem of national 
Faith, which is founded upon the chriſtian 
Revelation. "To ſupport which, by public 
Worſhip, is as much the Duty of a Nation, 
as it is of each Individual to embrace, and 
profeſs it. g 


This Chain of reaſoning may perhaps be 
wrong: but, after much and calm Con- 
ſideration, I can neither detect its Fallacy, 
© nor its Falſhood. In its Tendency how- 
ever it cannot be evil; in its Operations, it 
cannot be injurious: nor can 1 have any 
doubt in my own mind, but that there 1s 
an inſeparable Connection between a na- 
tional Religion, ſuitably regarded, and na- 
tional Proſperity — that genuine Piety, 
much more than common Honeſty, is the 

beſt 
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beſt Policy and, that the Perſon, who, in 


his frantic Zeal, for a political Govern» 
ment, ⁊bithout a national Religion, like 


46 The Man, who has not Muſic in himſelf, 
& And is not moy'd with ſounds of Harmony, 
6 Is fit for Treaſons, Stratagems, and Spails,.” — 


I am aware, it will be /a:4, that a na- 
tional Religion has not only been applied 
as an Engine of State, but as an Inſtrument 
of Perſecution. And, Perſecution, of all 
the Monſters, that ever appeared, under any 
Diſguiſe, is certainly the moſt odious. But, 
to the immortal Honour of the preſent 
Reign, Perſecution is fo far from having 
been it's Diſgrace, that, I am afraid there 
has been a Propenſity to the other extreme; 
and that, inſtead of Zeal for Religion, there 
has been a ſcandalous Indifference to the 
very Decencies and Forms of it. As a 


Nation, our Approaches ſeem to be much 


nearer to Atheiſin, than to Perſecution, for 
Righteouſneſs fake, If any thing has been 
perſecuted of Jate, it has been the national 


Church, and the national Faith. 


But, 
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But, the very ſame Objections, brought 
againſt a national Religion, from this 
Quarter, would bear full as hard againſt zhe 
Preſs — againſt your public Reviews —and, 
indeed, againſt all legal Pawer and Autho- 
rity. There never will be wanting vitious 
Men, who will make ule of the beſt Things, 
as occaſional Inſtruments, to accompliſh 
the worſt Deſigns, But, what then? Is 
the Reflection to be caſt on the beſt Things? 
or, ſhall we ſay with the Country Fellow, 
who ſaw an Attorney, ſtanding in the Pil- 
lory for Forgery, ** Ay, this comes' of 
writing and reading? 


And yet, if the fa#ions Spirit of the 
Times would ſuffer it, it were devoutly to 
be wiſhed, that the moſt diſtant Shade of 
Perſecution might for ever diſappear ; that 
every penal Statute were utterly aboliſhed ; 
and, that the Convocation, with the conſent 
of the Sovereign, might remove all thoſe 
prepoſterous Iujunctions, which, in Ages 
leſs enlightened, and leſs liberal, were the 
ſad Relicts of popiſh Superſtition—and that 
nothing might remain for the Security of 
I our 
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our happy Conſtitution both in Church and 
State, but the Liturgy and Articles, with 
the Corporation and Teft Acts. But, ſhall 
Theſe be given up? As well might the 
Athenians have ſurrendered their Orators, 
at the requiſition of the Macedonian Ty- 
rant. They are your Safeguard, your De- 
fence. Let therefore the fundamental 
Principles of your Church and State, be as 
ſacred, as they are wiſe and ſubſtautial. 
For, 6X The very moment you ſuffer either 
of them to be touched, by the rude Hand 
of Thoſe, who would triumph in their 
Overthrow, no matter by what Means, be- 
ware the fatal Conſequences, 


Let us ever be mindful of the two great 
Factions, which divided the Kingdom in 
the Reign of Charles the Firſt, the Puri- 


tans and the Church-Party; the former, 


diſtinguiſhed themſelves by their Zeal 


againſt the Incroachments of Prerogative, 


and the manifold Invaſions of the Liberty 


of the Subject; the latter defended the So- 
vereign, and the Projects of the Court, 
againſt the republicau Schemes aud De- 

mands 


1 


mands of the Puritans. But, as ſoon as 
ever an end was put to thoſe Conteſts, 
by the prevailing Strength of one Party, 
the victorious Puritans themſelves, the very 
Champions of Liberty, began to oppreſs in the 
fame manner with Thoſe, whom they had 
ſubdued. Verbum ſat Sapienti. 


Whatever Incumbrances can be removed, 
and whatever Amendments can be made, 
in the various Arrangements and Opera- 
tions of the civil Government, without en- 
couraging the Spirit of Faction, or the De- 
mands of Inſolence, we have every Reaſon 
to ſuppoſe, will gradually be attended to. 
In the mean time, could I flatter myſelf 
that theſe few Pages, which have for their 
Object general Peace, and the public Good, 
would meet with a candid Acceptance, I 
ſhould ſay, Let us have done with the 
Illuſion of Parties —let us lay aſide the 
Conſideration of perſonal Attachment, and 
private Connections—let us take an impar- 
tial Survey of the comparative State of the 
World at large — of Europe, in particular 


—of England, with relation to other parts 
of 
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of Europe and of England, with reference 
to itſelf at different Times, from the Inva- 
ſion oſ Julius Cæſar, or, if you pleaſe, 
from William the Conqueror, to the preſent 
Period—and then let us judge, whether it 
be not indiſputable, that, 67 At this mo- 
ment, in Arts and in Arms, in Navigation 
and Commerce, in Wealth and Conſe- 
quence, in Science and Liberty, the Eng- 
liſh Nation, with all its Imperfections, is, 
The Glory, not to ſay, The Wonder, of all 
Nations.” | 


«© Were we ever in a more flouriſhing 
or formidable State, than at preſent? | Did 
we ever make ſo great a Figure in all parts 
of the World, as at this time? Have not 
our Affairs, of late, been conducted abroad, 
and our public Treaſures been managed at 
home, with as much Wiſdom and Oecono- 
my, as the nature of our Circumſtances 
would admit? Do we not feel the Effects, 
and reap the Fruits of it, by holding the 
Balance of Power in Europe, and enjoying 
the Bleſſings of Peace? Does not our Trade 
extend itſelf in every Direction, and are 
| not 
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not our Manufactures flouriſhing, in 4 


greater degree than at any former period ? 
Is not This the real State of our Affairs? 


Is there any where, a better civil Le- 
giſlature? a better eccleſiaſtical Eſtabliſh- 
ment? a better Prince upon a Throne? a 
better Miniſter of State? a better Form of 
ſound Worſhip under Heaven, than our 
own ?— Why then be diffatisfied ? why 
ſtudy Innovation? - In our needleſs At- 
tempts to improve, we may perhaps ex- 
chan ge Order, for Confufion — Peace, for 
Blood — and Property, for Vant; and, at 
laſt, become a Prey to thoſe, by whom we 
are now admured, and celebrated, and en- 
vied. 


With this Apprehenſion, it may not be 
uſeleſs to point out the 


MAxIuS OF STATE, 


by which we have riſen, as a People, to 
this Elevation in the Hiſtory of Kingdoms: 
which appear to be theſe 


I. All 
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. 
All Men are directed, by the general 


Conſtitution of their Nature, to live in 
Society, and to ſubmit to Government; 
and ſome Men muſt, in a particular Man- 
ner, be choſen to take Care of that Govern- 


ment, on which the common Happineſs de- 


pends. 
II. 


Reverence for Government obliges to 


reverence Governors—who, for the ſake of 
it, are raiſed above the level of other Men, 
The Spring, from which this reverence 
ariſes, is, national, not perſonal. The Perſon 


of the King therefore is to be held Jacred, . 
becauſe it 1s the Depoſit of the Dare and 


Power of the Nation. 


III. 
A limited Monarchy is the beſt of Go- 


vernments — and an hereditary Monarchy, 


the beſt of Monarchies. 
IV. Attach- 
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IV. 


Attachment to a private Perſon muſt 
comprehend a great Concern for his Cha- 
racter and Intereſt; but Attachment to 
one, who is a Ning, much more; becauſe, 
the Character of the latter is much x more 
important. 


V. 


. — —— 4b. ooo — + a> oe die Ant AacDa a4 .A — 


The Good of the People is the ultimate 
End of all true Government. 


VI. 


The greateſt Good of the People, is, real 
Liberty. For, Liberty is to the collective 
Body, what Health is to the Individual. 
Without Health, no Pleaſure can be 9 
taſted by Man: without Liberty, no Hap- | 
pineſs can be enjoyed by Society. 


VII. 


| Popular Liberty, without legal Govern- | 
ws" will degenerate into Licence; as | 
ue Govern- 


— — —— 


L 50 
Government, without ſufficient Liberty, 
will degenerate into Tyranny. 


/ . 


VIII. 


By the Principles of the Revolution, a 
Subject may reſiſt the Prince, who endea- 
vours to ruin and enflave the People, and 
may puth this Reſiſtance to the Dethrone- 
ment and Excluſion of him and his race. 


N. 


To the due and impartial Execution of 
Juſtice, is owing the Security of the Sub- 
ject, and the Honour of the Prince. We 
pay him our Allegiance, for his Protection. 
For this Reaſon, he is inveſted with Autho- 
rity and Power—and 1s beloved, and ho- 
noured. | | 


| K 
Any Government is preferable to Anarchy. 


1 XI. | 
The Spirit of Liberty, fo far from in- 
ſpiring that Raſbneſs, which is peculiar to 
---= 


's 


le 


the Spirit of Faction, is flow to act even 
againſt the Wort Princes, and exerts itſelf 
in Favour of the 85, with more effect than 
any other Spirit whatever. 


| XII. 
The Spirit of Liberty reflects on the 


Errors of Princes with Sorrow, not with 
Triumph ; and is unwilling to aggravate, 
what it wiſhes had never happened. 


Such are the Maxims, which have pre- 
vailed in this free Country, ſince the Com- 
mencement of the Aera of Liberty, in 
The glorious Revolution; and which, we 
hope, will prevail, to the lateſt Poſterity ; 
to the eternal Confuſion of Anarchy and 
Tyranny, the two great Plagues of Mankind. 
— To haſten, however, to a 


* CONCLUSION. 


% Friends, Britons, Countrymen!*" 


Lend me your Ears.“ — Salus Popul, 


Lex eft ſuprema—T he Safety of the People, 1s 
| E 2 the 
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| the ſupreme Law of Legiſlation. This 1 
moſt cordially ſubſcribe to. It ought never 
to be conteſted. It is a political Axiom. 
Be it ſo. But, does the Safety of the Peo- 
ple conſiſt in libeling the Conſtitution ? in 
abuſing Kings? in inſulting the Govern- 
ment? in miſrepreſenting Miniſters ? in 
miſleading the Ignorant? in provoking the 
idle, the worthleſs, and the villainous, to 
alarm the induſtrious, and reſpectable Mem- 
bers of the Community? We muſt be 
abandoned to political Inſanity indeed, to 
ſuppoſe there can be either Law, or Safety, 
in this. It is a vile Proſtitution of Terms, 
which the real Patriot, the true Lover of his 
Kind, will wiſh to have held in more ſacred 
Veneration. | | 
It is readily admitted again, that, Yox 
Populi, Vox Dei— The Voice of the People is 
the Voice of God. But, in the decent Ex- 
erciſe of that Liberty of Speech, which is 
our common Privilege, ſuffer me to aſk, 
Is the Voice of Faction? of Sedition ? of 
Tumult? is the Voice, which by leveling 
all Ranks to an Equality were it poſhble— 


would 


would annihilate the very Being of So- 
ciety, as well as Government, in the pre- 
ſent State of Things — is hie the Voice of 
God? !! 


Is the Voice of thoſe, who would dif 
affect us to A Conſtitution, that has been 
crowned with all the Laurels, which Time, 
Experience, Proſperity, and the Admiration 
of other Countnes, as well as our OWN=—or 
That, which would baniſh the divine Pro- 
vidence, as the grand Center of Union, 
from all the Societies, he permits us to 


form —is This, the Voice of God ? !! 


The Voice of God, I have been accuſ- 
tomed to conceive, is the Voice of right 
Reaſon—of true Religion—of moral Virtus 
of univerſal Order — of general Peace—and 
political Subordination. This is ſugely the 
Voice of God ! And then, aud then only 
is it happy for Tue PzoPLE, when it is 
their Voice too. 


In the Courſe of the laſt twelve Years, 
we have ſeen {to adopt the Words of an 


excel. 


, 
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excellent Writer] the Britiſh Monarchy, 
in common with other States and King- 


doms, oppreſſed by Enemies, and ſinking 


under the Weight of adverſe Fortune, or 
puſillanimous and feeble Councils: we 
have ſeen this expiring and diminiſhed Em- 
pire riſe from a State of humiliation and 
depreſſion, readjuſt her ſcattered Inſignia, 


reſume her antient Luſtre, and wing a ſub- 
limer Flight, than ſhe had ever held, acroſs 


the Fn Expanſe. 


— 


It is in vain, that the moſt laborious Re- 
ſearch would endeavour to parallel this ex- 
traordinary Renovation in the Hiſtory of 


modern Europe. It is only in the Athe- 
nian or Roman Annals; it is only at the 
fatal periods of Marathon and of Cannæ, 


that we ſee an Example of a Kepublie ſud- 
denly and rapidly emerging from the loweſt 
point of Ruin and Calamity, into greater 
Power and Grandeur than ſhe had pre- 
viouſly enjoyed. 


We have ſeen too, A Miniſter ariſe, 
who, to incorruptible political Integrity, 
3 unites 
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unites Strength of Mind, ſevere Oeconomy, 
Vigilance, which never ſleeps, Eloquence 
to captivate, and Vigour to ſubdue. Rare, 
and almoſt unexampled Combination of 
Endowments, conferred by Heaven on 
thoſe, and thoſe only, whom in her wiſe 
Diſpenſations ſhe deſtines to ſuſtain and 
reſcue a ſinking Monarchy. er. 


... God ron then, that any of us ſnhould 
live to ſee ſo great a Nation, in ſuch a State 
of unequalled Splendour and Conſequence, 
plunged into all the inexpreſſible Miſeries 
and Horrors of civil Diſcord through 
the Inconſideracy of the Profligate, miſled 
by the reſtleſs Ambition of a few affected 
Innovators; or, through the more deſperate 
Madneſs of Thoſe, who have no Felicity, 
equal to the hope of a general Convulſion 
in the State, and a total Diſſolution of the 


Church. 


Let me implore every one of you, my 
Fellow- Citizens — as you reſpect the Me- 
mory of your Forefathers, who, at the ex- 
pence of their Lives, and with a Judgment 


and 
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and Wiſdom, never to be rivalled, in any 
political Hiſtory, have reared the glorious 
Edifice of THR ENOLIsH CoNsTITUTIOR 
De Envy of all Europe — let me intreat 
you; as you wiſh to live and die in the 
poſſeffion of all the Privileges, neceffarily 


attached to ſuch a Conſtitution, and to 


hand them down pure and unſullied to the 
lateſt Poſterity, that Generations, yet un- 
born, may riſe up, and call you Bleſſed — 
let me beſeech you; by all the irreſiſtible 
Charms of RELIGToN, BENEVOLENCE, 
Humanity, and Px Ack, and as you dread 


to fee a Kingdom in Conſuſion, Families at 
Variance, the lawful Property f ſober Indi- 
viduals become the riotous Plunder of unprin- 


cipled Riſians, whoſe hardened Spirits are 


Reel'd to public Woe, and dead to all the 


generous Feelings of Tus CHrISTIAN, 


Tux ParRIOor, and THE MAN - O let 


me beg of you, to counteract their malig- 
nant Influence — to confound their ſedi- 


tious Plans = to execrate their inhuman 
 Defigns—and to abhor their Aſſociation, as 


The Enemies of their Country, its Reli- 
gion, Tranquillity, and Laws. i 
| ö „ REMEM- _ 
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* REMEMBER; O my Friends, the Laws, the Rights, 
. © The generous Plan of Power, deliver'd down 
From Age to Age, by our renown'd Forefathers; 
& So dearly bought, the Price of ſo much Blood; 
& O! let them never periſh in your Hands, | 
© But piou/iy tranſmit them to your Children.” 

| Caro. 


<« Let us therefore, my Countrymen, in 
whatever Stations we are placed, begin 1015 
Year, as becomes. good Subjects and true 
Britons; in ſuch a Manner, as the beft of 
Kings, and the ht Conſtitution iu the World 
require at our Hands. Let us contribute 
and exert our utmoſt Endeavours to ſecure 
our Liberties from the leaſt Infringement 
or Violation; and, for that end, let us care- 
fully avoid every thing, that may in any 
meaſure eclipſe the Luſtre of the Britiſh 
Crown on the Head of our Sovereign — 
or, that can tend to endanger the Succeſ- 
ſion of it in his illuſtrious Houſe to all 
Poſterity. Let us make it our conſtant 
Prayer to the ſupreme Being, that he will 
vouchſafe to confound the devices of all 
his open and ſecret Enemies; that he will 
endue the hearts of his-Counſellors with 
5 i Probity 


. 
probity * Wiſdom, and crown all 1 his 


Labours for the good of theſe Kingdoms, 
with uninterrupted Succeſs.” 


„ In a word — Let there be no Cries 
heard among us, in any of our Aſſociations 
of public Spirit, but What are accompa- 


| nied with, 


KiNG GEORGE — A FLOURISHING 
TRADE —and, THE ENGLISH CONSTI- 
TUTION, IN CHURCH AND STATE, 


SS. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


As the Enemies of our happy Conſtitu- 
tion, in Church and State, are circulating 
Pamphlets, by Thouſands, throughout the 
Kingdom — ſhould any Nobleman, Gentle- 
man, or Commoner, be diſpoſed to circulate 
theſe HINTS, he is at Liberty to publiſh 
them in any Form he pleaſes, upon Appli- 
cation by Letter, Name, and gelber, to 
the Author. 


Juſt publiſhed, 


PRICE $SIX-PENCE, 


THE PECULIAR ADVANTAGES 


— 


O F 


THE ENGLISH NATION. 
Ale 


— 
—— „ 


